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VERONICA ROTH

trial. It leads to the Cloistered Planet, the one that once refused the ofrer

to join the greater order.

The Cloistered Planet is also the only safe place left. The only place

rvhere they r'r.on't look for him.
So he uatches as that gate drau,s closer-or rather, as he draws closer to

it, his ship creeping across the vast space that separates them.
\Vhen the gate is so large it seems to engulf him, he sees it: the edge of

a massive planet with a bright red eye sr.virling along its bell1,. It's not his

destination, just a waypoint, but still, his body trembles at its size.

The gate slallows him. and in the instant before the rvormhole rips him
to shreds, he screams.

\ A /ait." The Sword stops her bel

V V Elegy stares at the hand on
'This place has been neutral grou

sans. 'I need your assurance ttrat y'or:
*'Tread lightly'f " Elegy repeats. 4

going to do, throw a boot at themi"
They're about to meet their enen

ceasefue. But even if the ceasefire di,

she's seen enough battlegrounds to I
Talusar soldiers on foot. Especialh- t
alsans outnumber them.

The Sword presses her alread,v th
-Sir vears in the army have made r.ou

rhis is a delicate situation. So I rr.a-nt

The door at the bottom of the sel
Sparrow Elegy tastes dust and sah or

and prickling with particles of earth-

'You have it," she says to the Swor

The Sword nods, and walks on.
Elegy stretches her hand behind l

grrs catch it. For a moment he strnds

of him.
*'Wow, you can really feel the lov

savs into her ear. "I don't understand

us--
Elegy's laugh surprises her.

Shir's eyes crinkle at the corners.
witl disdain-that he looked like
fishioned romance designed to appea

warr- hair. Easy smile. Long evelashe

But she fell for him anyway. Anno
*Are you readyf" he asks, his thur

hand.
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VERONICA ROTH

She isn't-ho\\r can a person be "readv" to hear a prophecyf-br"rt she

nods, and together they descend to the salt flat, n,here the Srvord u,aits fbr
them.

She doesn't think of the Su'ord as her mother) though that's rvho she

is. Elegy is the result of a transaction. The Sr,vord rvas required to have

tr,r,o children) one to inherit her title and the other as a spare. Elegy is that
spare. IIer father applied for the prir.ilege of contributing his genes to her,

and once he r,vas approved, he u,as gir.en the lifblong job of protecting and

instructing her. Grorving up, she visited her mother and half sister once a

vear to learn urhat her fhtirer couldn't teach her, but otherrvise, she onh'
had one parent . . . and it u.asn't the rvoman in front of her.

Her hand trails behind her to keep hold of Shir's. The salt flat is r.vide

and lr.hite and surrounded by mountains. It's pattemed rvith hexagons the
size of dinner plates, like the scaly skin of a mythical creature. She under-
stands u,hy the Cenobium is here-it fbels like a holv place.

She lets go olShir's hand and crouches to press herpalms to the earth.
The salt is hard but fragile, cracking under pressure. It flakes onto her

pah-r-rs and stings the little cuts on her cuticles.

Behind the Srvord is a lonely building of flat, circrilar stone w'ith a

vaulted u,ooden roof': the Cenobium, ll,'hich houses the augurs. The ones

'r,r.ho summoned her here.

Elegv's first reaction to the summons was a snort. Itru, not n d.og, she said

to Shir. The1, can't jwst cnll ruy n7tru.e nn.d expect ru,e t0 c,rne runruing.
But the augurs' foretellings are something even she can't ignore. That

the,v perceile the future isn't a matter of faith; it's a biological realitl, pro-
duced by the Fer,,er in their blood. And they don't issue a summons for
anvthirg less than u,orld-shaking prophecy.

Movement catches Eleg1,'s attention in the land behind the Cenobium.
Approaching the structure fiom the north is a line of people on horseback,
shimmering in the desert heat. Even fiom here, she can tell their clothes
are too heavJ, for the hot sun. Thelr're not used to the desert.

Fear and rage \\/ar inside her at the sight of them. They'1g Talusar, The
augurs summoned them, too.

"Did the alrgurs sal'anlrthing else about r'r,hat to expec[f " she asks the
Sri'ord.

"No." The Su.ord sighs. "As usual, the,v u,ere irritatingly vague ."
'tnd rve're sure thev'rc trustv,orthy! This isn't an ambushl"
"The1.'vs never gir.en us a reason not to trust them, in over a hundred

\.ears."

She touches the mask that covers her nose and mouth, a standard pre-
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caution for anyone confronting the !
enough ofa reasonf"

The Talusar empire stretches acro
regions, anyway-and what unites its
intbctious, and it kills everyone who c

HaHof them stay dead.

The other half come back to life, t
regenerated. Possessing special gifts.

-ls a result, they've come to u.orsh

to blame them. But Elegy's people, tb
stat it is: a virus that deyastated tlei
frft\ -fifo'survival rate isn't worth the r

So from the start, Cedre sealed itsel{
rhis is denial of God, the height of b
sirzl.

Shir's hand is steady between Ele
Cenobium's front doors. It's larger u1

b{ggest part of the building, which sh

$aped, with walls of interlocking stor

-lnother part extends east) a line in tt
_Erless. Er-en augurs need sleep and fo<

Ifaiting at the set of double doors ir
rirh her gray hair in a tight knot. S

staiDed gray at the bottom from the s
-Ilello,' she says, once they're clos

rhe Cenobium. My name is Nerina. h
El€S- rr-onders, as she often does

rhat this rr'oman's gift is. Most of th
trffior. rrfiich means they perceir-e the
]:.st as a few seconds ago, ald as di:
5crrd talk of Fevered people sfio car

zzrp them. But the rarest gift ofall th
losognition, the abiliw to see tie ft
:rd she's about to meet them.

-This is r-our daughteri' Nerina asl

itcr roice makes the language sound r

-les-- the Srr-ord replies.

Eiesr tenses at the description of

=<'-; eoougl to argue. Nerina iooks r

:-n- If:he's bothered, he doesn"t let o
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VERONICA ROTH

"She looks nothing like you," Nerina Sa1rs, "1i.. 
looking Elegy over.

"F{er name is Elegyf Was her arrival in the world a lamentf "
"Maybe," Elegy replies, also in Talusar. "I've never asked."

Nerina looks surprised, and then laughs. Elegy can feel the Sw'ord star-

ing at her.

"Forgir.e my rudeness," Nerina says, "Not rnan1, Cedrae speak Talusar.

I just assumed you wouldn't."
She leads them into a dim, plain antechamber. Lanterns hang from the

r.valls, and Elegv stares at the flarne flickering behind the glass. No elec-

tricitv here. The energv fields emitted b1, Fever-changed people tend to
interfere with it.

"Wait here a mornent. I'll find out if the\,'re read1.." Nerina points to r
line of slippers near the door. "There are no shoes allor,ved in the sanctu-

arr,. Only the tr'r'o of you are permitted inside ."

Elegy glances at the Sword, u,ho kneels to untie her boots. Ther,'re fine
shoes, polished, not sensible fbr w,alking across salt. The Sword is from
Cedre Station, so unlike Eleg1,, she's not used to walking on the ground.

"I'11 just ,ur-ait out here ," Shir says. Elegv didn't really expect him to be

:.ble to come into the sanctuaryrvith her. But it's better to have him close.

"Obviousl1,," the Sr,vord replies, r.vithout looking at him.
Eleg1, makes a face at Shir, w'ho makes an identical one back. Stifling a

Iaugh, she undoes her ow-n shoelaces and strips offher mismatched socks,

one striped and the other covered in iittle hearts. She stufrs them into the
toes of her boots and stands. The stone is cold under her heels. She ignores

the shivcr that moves through her at the thought of what waits past the
sanctuarv doors.

The Su'ord is staring at her. She opens her rnouth to speak, then hesi-

tates, and then does.
ttYou w'eren't a lamentr" she says.

Elegv stiffens.

"We thought we might lose you, your father and I. So. When you came,

and you were healthy and strong . . . you brought jo1, with vou, and relief."
It seems like she's going to say more, but Nerina returns rvith an ornate

gold thurible at the end of a long golden chain. Smoke spills from its dec-

oratlve openngs.
"Stand together, please," Nerina says. "I need to prepare vou."
"Prepare us fbr what, exactlyf " Eleg,v says.

"To receive the future." Nerina gives her the gentle smile of an adult
being patient rvith a child. "It requires fortitude. You'll see."

Eleg1, is about to object when the Sword pinches her arm.
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8 VERONICA ROTH

"Enough," the oldijst augur says. "We've decided on a course of action,

and no debate will change it."
The other augurs nod, and fall silent again.

The oldest augur goes on: "Elegy Rosyk. Welcome."

"That's not my name ," Elegy says, before she can stop herself. "Rosyk"
is the Sword's name-Elegy goes by her father's, which is "Ahn."

t'It's not your name yet," the oldest augur says. "But we can hardly be

expected to keep track of'yet."'
"'Yet'is meaninglessr" oTle of the others says, rolling his eyes. "Every-

thingis was."

Elegy doesn't get a chance to puzzle over this bit of nonsense. A healy
door closes somewhere deep in the building. There are voices. Scuffling. A
moment later another black-robed attendant, like Nerina) comes into the

room from the door behind the augurs, identical to the one Elegy used to
come in. She's followed by a Talusar woman.

The woman is tall. The tallest woman Elegy has ever seen. Her feet

are bare, but she wears armor in the pattern of a thousand tiny copper

plates layered over each other to look like feathers. Her dirty-blond hair is

braided into a crown around her pale face, which has an aristocratic look
to it, her nose hooked and her mouth pinched.

"Stand beside herr" the woman's attendant says to her, gesturing toward
EIegy.

The woman looks Elegy over with a mixture of contempt and curiosiry
She steps onto the mirror, and Elegy shifts to put more space between
them.

"Rava Vidarr" the oldest augur says. "Welcome."
Elegy chokes, and tries to disguise it by coughing. The Sword told her

the Talusar would be here, but she didn't mention one of them would be

Ratta Vid.ar, the Butcher of Calgara.

The Talusar empire spans their planet under the headship of the em-

peror, Icar Talus. Rava is his grandniece. Her mother, Icar's niece, is the
most famous ofthe family members the emperor has installed to reign over

his territories, known for her exacting standards and her fatalistic accep-

tance of brutaliry
Rava is her mother's enforcer and her right hand. It's a job she's had

from a young age, young enough that all of Cedre made jokes about the
child general. (What d.oes the Talusar general say to her f,rst in cornm.and.?

someone would ask. And the answer: Nothing, slte jast learned. her f,rst
word last weeh!) But Rava attained early victories against Fever-changed

rebels from the north, and then-Calgara. She invaded Cedre's colony

SEEK THE TR!
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10 VERONICA ROTH

"What does this prophecv salr)" Rava asks.

The augur smiles.

"That is rvhere our solution to this problem comes in," she savs. "This
prophecy concerns the future of 1,our respective people. It assures victorl,
fbr one of t.ou over the other-and through you, victorv fbr \.our people

or.er the other's."
Eleg1, feels a laugh bubbling up inside her, but it's not a mirthful one.

It's all panic, all conf-usion. Victoryfor orue of 1,ou oyer the other. She cat't
look at Rava Vidar, the titan, the r'varrior, the legend. Elegy and her mis-

rnatched socks are no rlatch fbr her. Victot,-l for, 1t0ur pelple lyer the other)s.

Victor,v for the Cedrae over the Talusar isn't something she's ever imag-

ined. She thought they were fighting to survi\.e, fighting to maintain the
little corners of this planet that they occup),-not fighting to witr..

The augur goes on: "But this prophecy is . . . a storm. Chaos and con-

fusion. Tumult and rupture. And rve have devised a walr to make it settle."
She looks back at the other augurs, her body angling away from Elegy so

she can't see the \\roman's fhce. "Half of us believe it speaks of one of you,
and half of us believe it speaks of the other. So rve will divide and reveal

it to you separatelv. The questions you ask, and the guidance 1,ou receive,

u,ill fbrce the prophecv in one direction or the other. But you will not
knorv r.r,hich-not until it's too late to change arrything. By the time ),ou
leave this place in peace , the r,vheels of fate will alread,v be in motion. One of
),ou u,ill triumph, and the other r,vill not. The Cedrae will be victorious . . .

or the Talusar."

The augur looks from Rava to Eiegy.

"We r.vill proceed immediately. Yesf "
"Yesr" Rar,a savs.

And though all Eleg,v wants to do is refise, run out the double doors
to the salt flat, and lear,r this place far behind her, she knows that's not an

optron.
"Yes," she ansvt'ers.

legy sits with the Sword in the ar

her back ache. Salt prickles on her I

. *:i outside. The shrrclou' ,,- -
-:- -ai door.

Tfhen Elegy was a child, a blast fro
.nc ofrhe buildings in the market. Cha

-* of her father. So she crawled to t
srJ qond on top of the awning to lod
l= 'aouched there over a rov'ofpalxr

She remembers that now, and she t
rirvv this somehow for a better \-arlml

ro€:rrr ratde in her head. This prophec-t t

Rrr-r \ rdar, more legend than woman-
w rill triamlth, and. tbe otber pill not.

-I ner-er wanted children,' the Sxr

"rotes a little.
-The fun neYer stops when }.ou're ar
-I don't say this to wound r.ou.-

*nr-kt x-here the mask digs into her
r"rs destined from birth to be the Srr
'--:t haring the role of protector be i-nJ

.crsx-ng the office of Sword vulnerable
Eunl tbr it, this guardianship of m1-p

-lr of it."
Elegr- doesn't want to hear this. She'

Tb sk is: herworkwith the search an
E Barriage, their litde apartment in
-rrr in. and a specter of a mother she r

rrur the Sr+-ord to come any closer to t
-tr q-as told to produce at least ts-o c

.#Er bir of social maneuvering, and I c

- E\rild be a capable teacher and prot
Es r,s I n-as told to." The Ss,ord clears h
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me to struggle with it, because despite all the progress we've made toward
equality people still view'w-omen as naturally maternal and I am a woman.
Yet I did struggle with it. I did."

The Sword's mouth twists, and Elegy feels sympxthy', despite herself.

Cedre encourages its citizens to have children, if they can, but it's not
compulsory. She never thought about the fact that her mother didn't have

another option.
"But despite my various fhilures," the Sword goes on, "both my daugh-

ters have grown up capable. So it all turned out well, somehow. My point
in telling,vou this is to explain that fate doesn't require us to be u,ell-suited
to our roles . . . it simpl,v requires us to fill them."

Cedre is supposed to be a nation of choices. The choice of Quorurn
leaders. The choice to quarantine from Fever rather than surrender to it.
The choice to speak lvhatever language you lvish. "Fate" isn't something
Elegy has ever thought about . . . but now it's a hand wrapped around her
throat.

"I'm supposed to ask them questions," Elegy savs, and there's a note of
panic in her r,'oice that she r''l,ishes she could get rid of. "And the questions I
choose vrill alfect the future of Cetlre. F{ow am I supposed to knorv which
ones to askl"

"That's r-r-n- point, I suppose," the Sll,ord savs. "Simpl_v ask the questions

-:ei occur [o \-olt. Trust that 1.ou r'r,ill be u,hat you're required to be, in this
rL-,ic r ou i.i.1n't choose,"

Elegr laughs again. "You make it sound so eas1.."

"It's the onllr ryi54o- I can offer Vou," the Sword sa)rs, a little gruff.
Elegy leans her head back against the stone. "Weil . . . I guess I'll take it."

+++

lVhen Nerina invites her back into the sanctuarv) it's empty. The augurs
have disappeared into some rear chamber, and Rava Vidar is gone.

Eleg1, walks to the edge of the mirror and looks at her rellection in one

of the larger facets. It's strange that all her life, she thought that if some

irnportant role were to fall in her lap, it would come through her mother,
not her father. But if the augur is to be believed, it's her father's bloodline
that brought her here. Some fi.ne, breakable thread connects her to Rava

Vidar.
Keen's eyes stare back at her, Keen's downturned mouth.
She steps onto the mirror again, disrupting her reflection, and walks

to its center. With the sky reflected back at her, it almost looks like she's

floating. She tips her head back to look at the window above.
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